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concerning him : ' That having scon such a man, was a thing to talk of a century hence,'-- as if he could live so long1.
We got into an argument whether the Judges who went to India might with propriety engage in trade. Johnson warmly maintained that they might, * For why, (he urged,) should not Judges got riches, as well as those who deserve them less?' I said, they should have sufficient salaries, and have nothing to take off their attention from the affairs of the publick. JOHNSON. ' No Judge, Sir, can give his whole attention to his office ; and it is very proper that he should employ what time he has to himself, to his own advantage, in the most profitable manner.1 'Then, Sir, (said Davies, who enlivened the dispute by making it somewhat: dramat-ick.) he may become an insurer; and when he is going to the bench, he may be stopped, - " Your Lordship cannot go yet: here is a bunch nf invoices: several ships art; about to sail," ' JOHNSON. ' Sir, you may as well say a Judge should not have a house; for they may come and tell him, " Your Lordship's house is on fire;" and so, instead of minding the business of his Court, he is to be occupied in getting the engine with the greatest speed. There is no end of this. Every Judge who has land, trades to a certain extent in corn or in cattle; and in the land itself, undoubtedly. His steward acts for him, and so do clerks for a great, merchant. A Judge may be a fanner; but, he is not to geld his own pigs*. A Judge may play a little at cards for his amusement; but
1 Mr. ("roker is wrong; in fiuyin^ that tin* Irishman in Mrs. ThnuVa letter of May if'. 1776 (/'/<>«•;;/ /.fYAvx i, jJt«>), is Dr. Campbell. Tim man mentioned there had never met Johnson, though slur wrote more than a year after this dinner at I iavien'H, She rrrtuinly quotes one of 'Dr. C- -Ts phrases,' but whe might also have quoted Shaknpeure, 1 have no doubt thai Mrs. Thrule'a Irishman was u Mr. Musjj;niv« (/rwA under June, i(>, 1784, notri, who is humorously described in Mine. D'Arhlay'.H /Miry, ii. H v Si we writing thin note I have seen that the Edinburgh reviewer (Oct. 185^, p, 3^6) hud come to the name conclusion.
9 See Hoswcll'.s Jlt-frriibs, Au^. 25, $773. whrrtt Johnson Haiti that ' h« did not approve of a Judge's railing himself Farmer Burnett, iuul about with a little round hat/
heum arul p«rawml coura^t!/ S«e liiiswell's tft't>r'itft-st Sept. .14. ty'/j.
